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infections could be artificially developed. Indeed, he

found that if the exudation of a simple peritonitis were
injected fresh into the peritoneum of another animal, the
disease assumed a more intense form in the second than in

the first; and, further, that if in this way the disease were
communicated to several animals, and by artificial selection
the most severe cases were picked out, a virus could at last
be obtained of which the virulence resembled that of the

specific cases of the most malignant peritonitis in the human
subject. In much the same way Dr. CARPENTER now

asserts that the potency of the several specific contagia
which affect man depends upon the nature of the breeding
ground ; he also believes that the decrease in the virulence
of small-pox amongst unprotected individuals is to be

attributed to a cultivation of the mild cases of that disease.

The question is one of the greatest interest, and it is

much to be deplored, as was pointed out by Professor
LANKESTER, F.R.S., President of the Section, that this

country should be hampered as it is by the want of means
for promoting scientific discoveries of such importance to
humanity.
At the Congress of the Sanitary Institute much of the

work done was of a more practical character. One paper
indicated clearly a series of evils which are to a large extent
within the control of the public themselves, but which for
want of a little scientific training, and still more for lack of
some combined movement on the part of the sufferers them-

selves, are still allowed to prevail on all sides. The paper
in question dealt with the evils attaching to the present
system of erecting houses for the middle classes, reference
to these classes specially being made, because the wealthier
members of the population have at least the pecuniary
means of protecting themselves, and because an important
movement has already been inaugurated to provide better
dwellings for the poorer classes. Mr. BURDETT, in dealing
with this question, pointed out from actual experience how
the bricks of houses intended for human habitation were

either laid directly upon the clay which surrounds so

large a portion of the metropolis, or, with a view to an

apparent compliance with bye-laws, some material which
was hardly removed from clay itself was in the first instance
deposited on the bare ground. He further explained how
he had found the " damp-course" to consist merely of

pieces of tarred felt instead of some material which would
really prevent all moisture from rising. Now both these

departures from the principles which should govern the con-
struction of human habitations are fraught with evil which
may affect generations. The jerry-builder has, by means of
his temporary devices, succeeded in keeping down the damp
just long enough to enable him to sell or otherwise get rid
of his house ; but soon the imitation concrete foundation and
the sham damp-course are found to be useless, and the un-
happy residents come to live under conditions which favour
the development of one of the most fatal of the hereditary dis-
eases which affect this country. Nothing, indeed, has been
more clearly shown in sanitary science than that residence
on a damp subsoil and in houses having damp foundations
is most liable to produce pulmonary consumption. Many
other similar points might be referred to, but mention must
be made of the only remedy which can effectually prevent
such occurrences. Admirable bye-laws are often in force in

districts where such buildings are erected ; vanitary authoti.
ties meet and appoint officers for the protection of the public
health, but the educated public concern themselves but little
in local politics, and hence our sanitary authorities consist
largely of the very men who have an interest in permitting
the execution of such work; either directly, for the jerry.
builder himself finds but little difficulty in securiug his

election to the Local Board ; or indirectly, because the ab.
stention of the better classes from taking their share in

regulating local politics, practically delegates the work to
men who are friends of the principal offenders. The Legis-
lature may step in and provide additional officers to super.
vise the erection of dwellings, but so long as those officers
are the servants of boards which are largely composed of men
either ignorant of the first laws of health, or having an in-
terest in evading them, so long must the public be subjected
to evils such as we have indicated.

Annotations.
Ne quid nimis."

THE GROWTH OF "THE LANCET."

WITHIN one day of the date of the present number
THE LANCET will have been in existence sixty years.
The late Mr. Wakley’s modest venture was first issued on
October 5tb, 1823. There are probably not ten practitioners
in the United Kingdom who were at that time in the
active practice of their profession and who can recall what
was the first effact of the journal on the professional mind.
THE LANCET was the original weekly journal for the ad.
vancement of medicine as a great power among the masses of
the people. We may say so much, because no one now dis-
putes the fact. There had been journalists in medicine
before Mr. Wakley took up his pen. At that very time
Dr. Roderick Macleod and Surgeon John Bacot, who had
not long left the surgeoncy of the Grenadier Guards, were
conducting a journal which, from a purely scientific point
of view, was exceedingly well done, and was sometimes
not badly illustrated. They, too, were the successors of
other able editors, notably Dr. T. Bradley, Dr. Samuel

Fothergill, and William Hutchimon. But these had all

represented the profession in itself. The profession, the
whole profession, and nothing but the profession, was their
motto. Our founder took a different position. He took the

people, the whole people, and nothing but the people, as his
constituency; and while he never deserted the real and

long-sighted interests of medicine, even as a compact pro-
fessional body, he held by his text and preachel from
it until he succeeded beyond, far beyond, his own most

sanguine expectations. In his preface to the firt number
of THE LANCET, Mr. Wakley tells to whom it was

addressed. It was intended to be useful "To the medical
and surgical practitioners of this city-London,-whose
avocations prevent their personal attendance at the

hospitals :-To country practitioners, whose remoteness from
the headquarters, as it were, of scientific knowledge, leaves
them almost without the means of ascertaining its progress :-
To the numerous classes of students, whether here or in distant
universities:-To colonial practitioners: and, finally, To evei-y
individual in these realnas." The last promise-which we
have italicised-was the keynote of THE LANCET, and it is
by that it has become known and recognised as being above
all class and clique. The undertaking was, and has always
remained, arduous. In carryicgit out, medicine as aliterature
has had to be simplified; "mystery and concealment" killed;
"ignorance and mystery" made "synonymous"; "cere-
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monies and signs " deprived of their charms ; "hieroglyphice
and gilded serpents" "deprived "of their power to deceive.’
These things were to be destroyed, and new things were tc
be introduced. When wa note that the first article in the
first LANCET was an introductory lecture to students at

St. Thomas’s by Sir Astley Cooper-a lecture, by the
way, as fresh to-day as when it was delivered--we show, in
part, the full life of a now sexagenarian work that has been
conducted under an Editorship which has but once changed
hands, and which, at the death of the founder, twenty-two
years ago, devolved as a sort of heirloom on his son,
Dr. Wakley, the present Editor. The first principles of free
and independent journalism have been and will be faith-
fully maintained. To what extent the little double sheet
has gradually increased, this day’s impression, which consists
of ninety-six pages, will indicate.

PROFESSOR MICHAEL FOSTER’S ADDRESS.

ON Wednesday night at the opening of the session of the
School of the Pharmaceutical Society, Professor Michael
Foster delivered an address after the annual distribution of

prizes to the successful students. Dr. Foster began by
saying that he was not altogether an outsider among those
whom he had the pleasure of addressing, for he had gone ’,
through the rudiments of the art of pharmacy in his youth.
But what he wished specially to dilate upon this evening
was the subject of examinations, on which he held very
strongi views. Now, the passing of an examination was
regarded as a mark, stamp, or certificate. Of what ? He
ventured to think that success in this sphere of action

merely indicated that the prizeman had the ability and skill
to get on in an examination. No doubt a stupid and idle
man could not get first places in examinations, and so the
industrious and clever were picked out by the process. But
it was certainly not the case that those who failed to get the
highest honours in examinations always went to the wall in
after life. On the contrary, he was sorry to say that he knew
some who had succeeded to the fullest extent during the
examinational period of their life, yet did not maintain their
prestige as time rolled on. And not a few men who were

signal failures at examinations have proved of enormous
value in after years. But he felt he was not there to rail

against the existing state of affairs ; rather, he thought,
advantages and disadvantages attached to the present
system. We might truly say analogically :&mdash;

Wherever God erects a house of prayer
The Devil always builds a chapel there;
And it will be found on close examination,
The latter has the larger congregation.

So examinations, like everything in this life, were "mixed."
To some a vast amount of evil was wrought from the fact
that no proper knowledge had been acquired to pass the
standard; but with the aid of a "coach," who landed him
over his troubles on his back, the good-for-nothing student
got through his work, not by his own ability, but by his
"coach’s" skill. Nowadays " coaching " had certainly
achieved the position of a fine art. The coach exhibited a

great deal of energy, but not in the really right direction.
He displayed his capacity in teaching the pupils the state of the
examiner’s mind, the whims and fancies most likely to "tickle"
him. On the other side, some men undertaking to pass an
examination have not only done so with credit, but have,
like Saul the son of Kish, sought for a living and found
a crown. They have found what is better than medals-
knowledge. We ought to make a supreme effort to minimise
the evil and increase the good. He advocated a plan of ex-
amination which is partly carried out at the School of Science,
South Kensington. That was to study and be examined
upon each subject separately and by the same individuals
who had acted as teachers. Above everything he was

opposed to compulsion. He would like to develop the free-
dom of the people in all things. Diminution and not
increase in the number of laws was what he wanted. And
he preferred that government which in the end finds nothing
to do. Professor Foster next touched upon the subject
which formed the text of Professor Attfield’s address recently
delivered. He said that if all people were sufficiently
educated there would be no necessity to place a restriction
on the sale of powerful drugs and poisons. However, at the
present time compulsion ought to intervene, so that only those
who had been properly taught the nature of such agents
should be allowed to deal in them. After remarking on the
closeness and bitterness of the competition which existed in
every field of occupation in life, no doubt due to the in-
vasions of science, the lecturer concladed by saying that he
thought, after all, a pharmacist’s life was worth living. A
vote of thanks was proposed by Sir Frederick Abel, and
seconded by Professor Armstrong. The Hanbury Gold
Medal, awarded to Mr. John Eliot Howard, F.R.S., was
then presented by the President, and the meeting ter-

minated. 
__

THE CITY DINNER GRIEVANCE.

THE discussion lately carried on among City clerks by
means of the press refers primarily to a question of money
charges ; but it has necessarily an important bearing on the
quality and kinds of food which are purchasable or may be
brought within the reach of the class concerned in the dis-
cussion. There can be no question as to the advantage of
having a substantial meal somewhere about midday. To
endeavour to sustain coatinuous work during nine or ten
hours with no better provision than a sandwich or two, and
these frequently despatched rather than eaten, is certainly
unwise, and not the less so that a heavy evening dinner is
afterwards thrown upon the exhausted stomach. It is equally
certain that the midday meal should not consist of anything
which the random freaks of appetite may happen to suggest.
We see a tendency on the part of those correspondents to
make much of fish and of vegetables, and to minimise the
daily meat allowance, or even to exclude it, as being more
costly and not strictly necessary; but it must not be forgotten
that a considerably larger share of the former than of the
latter is needful for substantial feeding, so that the cost is
equatised, or even turned against the lighter fare. There is
now much talk of brain fools, and no doubt certain materials
do nourish the nervous system more than others; but, not-
withstanding, the brain-worker is not a brain; he has also a
body to maintain in vigour, and, without at all denying the
necessity for brain feeding, we do not believe that a per-
fectly nourished brain is to be found in a body whose
bone and muscle are underfed. There are similar tissues
in Loth, and for each that food is best which contains
a due admixture of all the nutritive elements. A fish or

vegetable dinner once a week or so is an agreeable and
beneficial change of diet ; bat the total daily ration of
meat should not, as a rule, be less than half a pound,
or, indeed, for most men less than three-quarters. As
to drink, we are not of those who think a stimulant by
any means always necessary. For some who are up in

years or out of tone it is so, and such are usually
fortified by a medical opinion to that effect; but the young
and strong are healthier and clearer-headed when they
practise abstinence and imbibe no stronger fluid than pure
water. Tea at dinner has been hinted at as a desirable sab.

stitute, but its nerve-exciting properties render it undesirable
as a daily drink, except in very limited quantity. We must
not omit to note how important it is that, whatever con-
stitutes a dinner should not only be of fair quality, but
also thoroughly well cooked, otherwise the digestive
power will probably prove unequal to the demand upon it.
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We do not advert to the best means of securing cleanliness
and order in public dining-rooms, or of settling the vexed
question of expense ; but we shall be astonished if the enter-
prise of so many young business men cannot devise some
method of united action by which a diet such as we have
sketched may be placed within the reach of the great
majority of their number.

THE CONVICT GOULDSTONE.

THE intimations which have appeared in the general
press will have prepared the public for the announcement
that Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Home Affairs has
received such a report from the physicians appointed to
examine the convict William Gouldstone as would justify
hia removal to an asylum. Of course not to "penal servi-
tude " ! A prisoner of this class is always either sane, and
must be hanged ; or insane, and cannot be punished in

any way, only confined in an asylum " durirg her Majesty’s
pleasure." The following is a summary of the case

in its clinical aspects. The prisoner is a man, twenty-
six years of age, who had worked regularly and steadily
at the Falkirk Ironworks, in Thames-street, for five

years. He had married a respectable young woman
soon after becoming employed at these works, and there
were five children of the marriage, the eldest of whom was
three years and a half, the next two years and a half, the next
sixteen months, and the two youngest (twins) were one week
old when they were killed. The man, although steady and
regular in his work, and although spoken of by his wife as
a kind husba.nd and father, was mentally incapable of

bearing up against the ordinary cares of life; and when
those cares came upon him, in the ordinary course, he
became melancholic and deranged in mind. He fancied
that he would not be able to bring up his children in com-
fort ; and this thought took such complete possession of his
mind at last that he was unable to see any other way of

escape out of his troubles than by taking either his own life
or the lives of his children, or both. The statement of his
wife published in the Daily Telegraph of Sept. 20th (which
appears to have been in all main particulars trustworthy),
shows that, during their married life, she had noticed that
he was often absent-minded and given to brooding; and
that often, if asked a question, however simple, he did not
at once reply, but would think over it and then say something
not concerning the question ; that the only way in which
he spoke to her of the burden of the family was to express
regret at her hands being so full, and because they could
not go out together as formerly. She said he was painfully
aware of how easy it was for him to get worried, and he had
often said to her that it was a good job he had not much to
think about, as he was sure, if he had, it would turn his
brain. Shortly before the last babies were born he said to
her he believed he had not many weeks to live. The

prisoner, in addition to his mental defect, suffered from a
double inguinal hernia, and this troubled him, not only by
the physical inconvenience, but also by making him fear that
it might get worse, and so render him unable to work at all
for the support of his family. He had often suffered from
headache and giddiness, and had asked his fellow-workmen
to strike him on the head with a hammer to put him out of
his misery. He comes of a family of which many members
have been insane. His mother was melancholic at the time
of his birth, and it was necessary to put knives and razors
out of her reach and to watch her. One of his maternal
aunts was insane; a maternal great-uncle committed .uicide;
and a maternal great-aunt was insane. On the paternal
side two second cousins had been inmates cf asylums. The

prisoner, by reason of melancholia, had come to regard life
as a burden and an evil, not only to himself but also to those
nearest and dearest to him. The considerations that he was

in constant work, that there was nothing approaching to
want in his home, and that many of his neighbours had
much less to live upon than he bad, afforded him no comfort,
apparently because his mind refused to think of anything of
a bright or cheering nature. He saw nothing but misery
in store for him and his family. Suicide would free himself,
but then his children would be left in misery, and they
would be a burden to his wife, to whom he was, and is,
much attached. After wandering about therefore for the

greater part of one day, he went home between five and six
o’clock and killed all his children, and then placed the
three eldest on the floor side by side, and waited for the
constable to come, to whom he said, " I have done it ; now
I am happy, and ready for the rope." He thought he had
done a better and more courageous thing than if he had
committed suicide. He was a man fond of hia home, always
returning regularly thither as soon as his day’s work
was done, and spending his Sundays with his wife and

children, and he had scarcely any companions or pursuits
away from his home or his workshop. The conclu-
sion at which the physicians appointed to examine the
convict arrived was that he had for a considerable time

suffered from gradually increasing melancholia, with suicidal
tendencies. It is not, of course, true to say that because an
act is atrocious doctors necessarily believe the perpetrator to
be mad ; but it is true that insane persons not infrequently
kill those nearest and dearest to them in the way in which
Gouldstone did. There was the case of the sergeant in the
artillery who, in 1860, killed his wife and his six children
at Sandown Fort in the Isle of Wight, and who
was insane and was acquitted on the grounds of in.

sanity ; and that of the poor woman at Bollington, in
Cheshire, only the other day, who drowned three of

her children, and who was insane ; besides very many more
similar cases. The atrocity of the deed does not prove
insanity, but it certainly does not prove the opposite. We

may have something to say hereafter on the prbper course
of procedure in cases like that of William Gouldstone; but,
for the present, we simply rehearse the facts.

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, ABERDEEN.
i LAST Thursday week Aberdeen was en f&ecirc;te on the occa,ion
; of a visit by the Princess Beatrice for the double purpose of

inaugurating a magnificent park handed over to the ciuzeus
by Miss Duthie and of opening a bazaar in aid of the

. Children’s Hospital. Though the extensive and beautiful

. park has its health interest, it is with the lesser event we
, concern ourselves here ; and it may at once be said that all

connected with the hospital, so largely due to the efforts of
I Professor Stephenson, may be congratulated alike on its

origin, its history, and its prospects of increased usefulness.
! Till about six years ago Aberdeen made no special provision
. for the treatment of children in hospital, and even then it
. 

was thought by many that additional beds should rather
; have been added to the Royal Infirmary; but if success is a

guarantee of the original necessity we have it here proved
abundantly. At first, provided with only fourteen beds,
the rush for accommodation could never be met, and even
the thirty or more beds afterwards available were not

enough. It was thus necessary to add considerably to the
building, and quite recently an anonymous gift of &pound;1000

gave the directors such an indication of public interest that
they determined upon the addition of a fever block, the
extension of accommodation for ordinary cases, on providingat
least two large new wards and one or more small ones, a
model post-mortem room, a small museum, and more space
for attention to out-door cases. All this meant a large
expenditure and necessitated the bazaar, which, under the
auspices of the Princess Beatrice, has turned out a great
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success. Her Royal Highness met with a fitting reception
at the hands of quite a crowd of those interested in the
hospital; and after a detailed description of the present
building and the proposals of the directors by the Earl of
Aberdeen, the Princess decldred the b izaar open and wished
it every success. The sum realised during the three days
was no less than &pound;1982, which, with the funds already in
hand, raises the ttal to about &pound;4000 available for building
purposes. We may be permitted to hope that this enlarged
sick children’s hospital will prove a valuabie addition to the
Aberdeen Medical School, and that its cliuique will be

largely attended by the students, besides proving an in-
estimable boon to the younger members of suffering
humanity, drawn from dens too often the sole cause of the
sufferings of the innocent. From the first Drs. Stephenson
and Garden have been the principal medical officers, and a
year or two ago Dr. Macgregor was appointed assistant-
physician. -

THE WESTMINSTER UNION.

THE guardians of the Westminster Union cannot be con-
gratulated on the condition of their judicial faculty just
now. The honour lies rather with those who come under
their displeasure. The public generally has been not a little
shocked at their action, or rather inaction, in the matter of the
charges brought against the master of the Poland-street work-
house, Mr. John Daniel Bliss. The charges which the Local
Government Board regards as established against Mr. Bliss
are thus stated by the assistant-secretary of the Board :-
"That Mr. Bliss twice threw water from a bucket over an

inmate named Ellen Coleman; that he kicked a woman,
named Ann Lane, on the back of the thigh ; that he kicked
a boy, named James Daley, twice on the rump ; that he was
in the habit of swearing and of using expressions of an
objectionable character when irritated ; that he had exer-
cised no supervision as regards the entries in his portion of
the workhouse medical relief book ; that he had not entered
in the provision accounts as absent inmates who were in fact
absent on leave from the workhouse ; that he contravened
theBoard’s regulations by placing Caroline Barber, aged sixty-
four years, upon bread and water; that there had been
undue delay in the registration of four births in the work-
house ; that in the case of two females, named Caroline
Clegg and Elizabeth Leach, who died in the workhouse, he
did not take sufficient care to give notice of their decease to
their respective relatives ; that through want of due care a
mistake was made as to a body sent for burial ; that he
allowed Elizabeth Farquharson to leave the workhouse for
four days to go to work, and that he charged in his accounts
rations for her during that period ; that his behaviour
towards Mrs. Casher on her visiting the workhouse to see
two girls in whom she was interested, was discourteous ; and
that he used very improper language to Emily Brown on
her visiting the workhouse to see her husband, an inmate."
We have no right to any special opinioa on these charges.

But we can have no room to doubt that they fully warrant the
action of the minority of the guardians-justified, as it is,
by the Local Government Board-who throughout have voted
for inquiry and for the resignation of the master. The only
point upon which we cannot agree with the Local Government
Board is their decision not to require the resignation of a
master against whom such accusations are established.
Their own reason for this course is entirely unsatistactory-
viz., that Mr. Bliss still retains the confidence of the
guardians. He retains the confidence of the majority of the
guardians because they do not believe in the charges which
the Board considers to be established. It may be logical for
the guardians to retain Mr. Bliss ; but it is wholly incon-
sistent in the Local Government Board to do so. This on
their own showing. And it will find itself in a very respon-
sible position in the event of any future irregularities occurring

in this establishment. The guardians seem to be as much dis-
satisfied with their medical officer as they are pleased with
their master. They have, we learn, suspended Dr. Rogers
from his office. We have yet to learn particulars of the
grounds for this step ; but the presumption of the case is
entirely favourable to Dr. Rogers. First, there is the pecu-
liar state of the judicial faculty of the guardians, shown in
their protection of the master from inquiry, and from that
deposition which the Local Government Board think his
conduct would have required but for the continued con-
fidence of the Board. Secondly, there are the antecedents
of Dr. Rogers, who is not a man of yesterday, but who
stands creditably associated with the greatest reform in the
treatment of the sick poor which has taken place in our
time. We can confidently await the charges of the

guardians against Dr. Rogers, as coming from those " of
whom to be dispraised is no small praise."

SCIENCE AT THE CHURCH CONGRESS.

PROFESSOR FLOWER’S paper on "Recent Advances-in
Natural Science" was of great value, not only for its
intrinsic excellence, but for the expression of opinion it
elicited. The remark that " there is no position so fraught
with danger to religion as that which binds it up essentially
with this or that scientific doctrine with which it must
either stand or fall," is pregnant with good sense. Professor
Flower spoke out boldly, and proved a worthy henchman of
science. He might, however, have gone further than he did,
and affirmed that by the discovery and formulation of the
doctrine of evolutionary development, Darwin, unwittingly

perhaps, h;ts done more for religion than any theologian
ever did. He has supplied the key to the great enigmas
of original and inherited sin or sinfulness, the visiting
of present transgressions on generations as yet unborn,
and shown how by the principle of development through,
and by, the influence of the environment-as in the calling
into existence of new species-there is produced the strongest
scientific evidence of the existence of a soul and of a

future. Man is unquestionably the subjpct of a self-conscious.
ness which, according to the doctrine of development as ex-
pounded by Darwin, could have no existence if it had not
been called up within him by the constructive and develop-
mental influence of those very realities whose existence the

unscientific atheist denies. If theologians are wise, they will
stand aside awhile and wait the issue of further progress in

science, confident that Truth is one and must prevail.

LEAD POISONING.

AFTER a brief respite, caused no doubt by the increased
attention on the part of employers to the enforcement of pre-
ventive measures among their workpeople, aroused by the
outcry made against them at the beginning of the year, cases
of plumbism are beginning again to draw the attention of the
public by their frequent recurrence. The cases reported have
occurred, as may have been expected, at the East End, where
lead factories are the most numerous, and where previous in-
quiries have shown that preventive measures are not enforced
with the stringency that can alone ensure immunity from
this subtle poison. At the commencement of next year a
new Act will come into force, which we hope will effectually
check the mischief, which is now, annually, throughout the
kingdom endangering the life, or at least ruining the health,
of hundreds of the poorer classes, and rendering them unfit,
for a considerable time, if not permanently, from earning
their livelihood, and thus casting a needless burden on
the ratepayers. Although we may expect considerable im-
provement when the new Act comes into operation, still it
is of the utmost importance that during the interim manu-
facturers should be fully impressed with a sense of their
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responsibilities. It is therefore to be hoped that every case
occurring will be promptly reported to the Home Secretary,
and that he will order an inquiry to be made into the cir.
cumstances of each case. We have repeatedly pointed out
that plumbism can be effectually dealt with if only the proper
precautions are adopted. If it were necessary to prove this

point, we need only refer to an outbreak that occurred at an
electric storage works at the East End last year, and to which
we drew attention at the time. In this case, the managers
as soon as they became aware of the outbreak promptly called
in skilled opinion, and at once adopted the recommenda-
tions suggested; since then no further cases of lead poison-
ing have been reported as occurring among the workpeople
at this factory. What can be done by one firm can be done
by all, and manufacturers have no excuse to offer, except in
rare cases of extreme susceptibility to the action of lead, for
the occurrence of this complaint among their workpeople.

DISPOSAL OF THE INSANE.

THE question of asylum extension having arisen at

Glasgow, Mr. Maxton, member of a sub-committee appointed ’,
to consider the matter, has made a suggestion which involves
the adoption of the scheme of accommodation proposed by
Dr. Mortimer-Granville, and recommended by THE LANCET,
for the counties generally. Mr. Maxton says :-" About
one-fifth of the registered patients of any parish, or area of
management, requires special medical and other care and
treatment. This class should be provided for and treated
in royal or district asylums, or in small and well-appointed
cottage hospitals, each for not more than forty patients.
The remaining four-fifths may be accommodated in inexpen.
sive buildings, with a small number of attendants, and with-
out the formal regulations necessary in an establishment for
new cases. This large proportion should also be provided
for in specially arranged cottages, having similar accom-
modation, but built and furnished to realise as far as possible
the simple and healthy surroundings attainable in the
homes of an industrial population. In his work, " The
Care and Cure of the Insane," published in 1877, Dr.
Mortimer-Granville wrote as follows :-" Provide in every
district a hospital, properly so-called, and thoroughly fur.
nished with all necessary appliances for the physical and
moral treatment of insanity. Attached to this hospital, so
far as the control of its general arrangements is concerned,
construct an institution, or if necessary, more than one, to
which patients not either requiring, or likely to be benefited
by, active personal treatment, but still needing medical care,
may be removed, when, in the course of each individual case,
it becomes apparent that this will not prejudice the final
chances of recovery. In connexion with the workhouse, or
in some appropriate institution-for example, a ’ work-
house asylum’-provide wards for the senile and infirm,
whose recovery is impossible, and who tarry only for death.
This threefold system being efficiently organised, the neces-
sary circulation of cases may be readily maintained, without
either indefinitely multiplying costly buildings, or allowing the
curative establishment to become blocked against recent and
curable, by the stagnation of chronic, cases. There would,
moreover, be this great advantage in the plan suggested:
the capacity of the hospital required in any district could
be determined, not on a vague conjecture as to the probable
rate of increase in the total number of pauper lunatics, but
upon the more definite, and, though neglected, not imprac-
ticable, basis of the number of persons becoming insane."
We are well persuaded that it is to the occurring or ’new’
cases authorities charged with the duty of providing asylum
accommodation should look. Of the total number of the

asylum population as a whole, comprising all classes, one-
third-as Dr. Granville told the Select Committee of 1877-

would be better placed, and self-supporting, in an establish.
ment somewhat like that at Gheel-that is to say, in what
would practically be a village for the insane. This is,
practically, the plan Mr. Maxton desires to see adopted in
Glasgow. He has our warmest sympathy in his endeavour,
and if he can carry it into effect it will, we are assured, be
hereafter found that the plan saves money and indirectly
tends to raise the percentage of cures. Lunacy work in
Scotland has of late taken a great stride forward, and left
that in England far behind. What with the "open-door" "

system, and the probable adoption of this common-sense
method of providing "asylum accommodation," the policy
in progress on the other side of the Tweed must before long
attract the attention of all sincere and unprejudiced reo
formers who are willing and anxious to learn.

MICRO-PARASITES OF FISHES.

As a contribution to the stock of our knowledge of bac.
terial pathology we give here an abstract of some fresh in.
vestigations made by MM. Ollivier and Richet, published
in L’Unio2?. 3Rdicale of Sept. 29tb, on the micro-organisms
found in the lymph of fishes. By diligent examination
these observers were able to detect microbes in the peri-
toneal, cerebro-spinal, and pericardial fluids, and even

in the blood of the heart. There could be no doubt,
according to them, that the forms observed were really
bacteria, for they possessed undoubted powers of loco-

motion, or, as the authors put it, of mobility of transln-
tion. It was found that the bacilli could be cultivated
either in the natural lymph or in prepared bouillon.
If some lymph and blood be collected with all the necessary
precautions no decomposition takes place, even after several
months. However, microscopical examination always reveals
the incontestable presence of microbes. The maintenance
of the limpidity and the absence of putrefaction do not con-
stitute a sufficient proof of the purity of an organic liquid
from a point of view of bacteria. A bouillon made from beef,
neutralised and filtered several times, then heated in a

sealed flask in a stove at a temperature of 105&deg; to 110&deg; for
fifteen hours, is and remains a clear pure fluid. Suitable

quantities of this were introduced into some sterilised Pasteur’s
solution with all the essential precautions. At the end of
a month no change had occurred. Inoculations were then
made with blood or lymph, as above mentioned. Several

specimens of blood and lymph had been kept in tubular
pipettes. These pipettes were filled with the sterilised
bouillon and then sealed at both ends, so that the cultures
were rendered almost completely devoid of air. The liquid
in the flasks and in the pipettes did not become turbid, even
after several months. Nevertheless, at the bottom of the
flask a light, small, flocculent deposit could be perceived
with difficulty. But the microscope brought to light many
kinds of micro-organisms, possessing motility and staining
intensely with methyl violet. Multitudes of mobile forms
were also to be seen in the tubular pipettes.

FISH IN HOSPITALS.

THE Committee of the Bristol Royal Infirmary have reo
cently adopted the plan of having a fish diet in the house once
a week. It is stated that this has effected a great saving in
money, and has met with the hearty approbation of the
patients and staff. With the exception of the London Tem-
perance Hospital, whe re this plan has been adopted for some
months past, we believe that the Bristol Royal Infirmary is
the first to introduce this modification of its dietary. We
are glad to learn that the friends of this institution are
establishing a superannuation fund for its nurses. Such a
scheme must command the support of all who are familiar
with the way in which hospital nurses now do their work.
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SUICIDE OF A LUNATIC "ON LEAVE" FROM
BROOKWOOD.

EITHER Mr. G. F. Roumieu, the coroner who the other
day, held an inquest on the body of Edward Parsons,
recently an inmate of Brookwood Asylum, does not-with
all becoming respect be it spoken-quite understand the
limits of his authority, or, being himself properly informed
on that not unimportant subject, does not care to correct
the misconceptions of his juries. To their verdict in
the case of Edward Parsons, the jury assembled at

Alford on Saturday last, the 29th ult., appended a rider
to the effect that "the authorities at the asylum ought
not to have let the deceased out so soon, and that the
coroner should inquire the reason from the asylum."
Mr. Roumieu must, we are bound to assume, have known
when he received this curious mandamus from his jury that
he had not a vestige of authority to institute any inquiry of
the nature indicated. When the jury has returned its
verdict a coroner’s inquest or inquiry has already concluded.
As a matter of fact, precisely what the jury asked Mr. G. F.
Roumieu t) inquire after the inquest ought to have been
asked during its progress. It was unfair to the asylum
officers not to inquire the "reason from the asylum" at
the time of the inquest. Had such an inquiry been

made, and an opportunity offered for explanation, the

jury would have had a full statement of the facts before
them, and, we venture to think, would scarcely have
deemed it desirable to add any rider to their verdict, at least
not one which must be regarded as a censure. The deceased
was, it seems, admitted to the asylum on the 25th of May
last suffering from " religious mania." " At the beginning of
August he had so far recovered as to be placed at the farm-
house adjacent to the asylum ; and on Sept. 7th he was dis-
charged, not finally, but on a month’s probation, a printed
form being given to the friends directing that on the appear-
ance of the slightest symptoms of relapse the fact was to be
reported to the relieving officer. No notice was taken of this

instruction, and, strangely enough, it does not appear to have
occurred to either of two medical men who saw the deceased
after the return of bad symptoms but before he attempted
suicide, that the patient should be sent back to the asylum.
We say strangely enough, because it is to be assumed that

every practitioner is aware of the fact that patients are
seldom discharged absolzctely at first; and almost the instant
thought would be, "This person is a probationer, and ought
therefore to return." If the coroner had conducted his in-

quest in the usual way, and " inquired the reason from the
asylum" during instead of after the inquest, the facts might
have been sifted. As it is, an injustice has been done to the
medical officers of one of our most prominent asylums-an
institution conspicuous for its excellent management-and a
wrong impression produced on the public mind.

THE GRAND JUNCTION CANAL BASIN.

WE are glad to find that the Paddington Vestry have
taken up the matter of this public nuisance in real earnest,
and that they intend to memorialise the directors, with what
result remains to be seen. In addition to the insanitary
state of affairs referred to in our issue of Sept. 22ad, we learn
that a periodical stench caused by the emptying of the canal
is increased by the displacement and diffusion of large
volumes of sewer-gas, there being no immediate escape-
shaft capable of compensating for the inrush of the contents
of the canal basin. The committee chosen to represent the
vestry before the directors is a strong one, under the chair-
manship of Mr. E. Parker Young, and we have no doubt
they will do their best to bring about an abatement of the
nuisance. It has been suggested that the difficulty might, to
a large extent, be met by establishing a continuous current

through the basin, or by laying down a bottom of concrete
which would allow of the decomposing sediment being
rapidly and completely removed each time the water in the
basin is drained off. The latter alternative we consider the

better, providing it be carried out at sufficiently short
intervals. The medical officer of health has now a good
opportunity of displaying the zeal and ability requisite in a
custodian of public sanitation.

" HOW THE POOR IN LONDON LIVE."

I UNDER this heading the Eclao of Sept. 28th, 1883, pub-
lished a statement, from which we reproduce the following
particulars :-
" Out of 2290 persons, living in consecutive houses at

Bow-common, only 88 adults and 47 children attend any
place of worship ; while in one street, near Leicester-square,
containing 246 families, only twelve are said to be represented
in church or chapel. The condition of some of their homes
is said to be ’pestilential.’ To get into them you have to
visit courts which the sun never penetrates, which are never
visited by a breath of fresh air, and which never know the
virtues of a drop of cleansing water. In one cellar was found
a father, mother, three children, and four pigs. In another
room was a man ill with small-pox, his wife just recovering
from her eighth confinement, and the children running about
half naked and covered with dirt. In an underground
kitchen seven persons were found living, and a little child
lying dead in the same room ; while another apartment con-
tained father, mother, and six children, two of them being
ill with scarlet fever. Immorality is but the natural out-
come of conditions like the above. The poverty of many,
who strive to live honestly, is described as appalling. In
St. George’s-in-the-East large numbers of women and chil-
dren, some of the latter being only seven years of age, were
employed in sack-making, for which they got a farthiog each,
while in one house a widow and her half-idiot daughter were
found making palliasses at 1. each. Another woman, who
has a sick husband and child, was found employed at shirt
finishing at 3d. a dozen, and by the utmost effort can only
make. 6d. a day, out of which she has to find her own thread !" "

These are, indeed, disquieting, and it is not too much to
say, discreditable, facts. Much has been done to discover,
and either destroy or amend, conditions of life so deplorably
insanitary, as those described by our contemporary, but it
would seem that much more remains to be accomplished. It is

manifestly impossible that the poor can live healthily or
honestly in such habitations, and by such ill-paid labour as
is represented above. It is well that the facts should be

known, though they are not less humiliating than sickening.
With all our boasted care for the health and happiness of
the humbler classes of the population, we are clearly guilty
of terrible neglect, or such things could not be. When will
the Legislature have time to think of the pressing needs of
domestic legislation and the real grievances that lie nearer
home even than those of that most troubled and troublesome

spot of earth-Ireland ? 
___

CHOLERA ISO[-ATION IN THE METROPOLIS.

MOST of the Poor-law guardians, and of the hospital
authorities, within the metropolis have, in answer to the
circular letter addressed to them by the Metropo.itan Asy-
lums Board, sent in offers of assistance in case London
should be invaded by cholera; the several bodies declaring
their willingness to place at the disposal of the Board beds
varying in number from fifteen to 150. The Clerkenwell

guardians, however willing to aid if they can when the
time arrives, are unable, in view of their present require-
ments, to guarantee any specific number of beds. The
Holborn guardians, and those for St. Pancras, are the only
bodies who have stated distinctly that they cannot co-

operate in providing the needed means of isolation. In the
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meantime, the Castalia is to be transformed into a floating
hospitalfor 100 patients, at a co,t of .Ell,700; and the neces-
sary means of access to it, together with administrative build-
ings, require further that land, a wharf, and a pier should be
provided at an additional ost of 13,000. We fear that

floating hospitals, if made rea-oaably efficient, will turn out
to be much more costly thjm land establishments.

PROFESSOR HUMPHRY’S ADDRESS AT
GLASGOW.

THE Inaugural Address by the President of the Congress
of the Sanitary Institute of Great Britain, delivered at

Glasgow last week, was mctlked by many important sug-
gestive features, to some of which we may well draw further
attention. Professor Humphry’ speech was indeed an ex-
cellent example of the employment of the method of exten-
sion in address-making. This mode of occupying the
allotted time of a lecture is naturally opposed to the
more profound fashion of what may be termed intension.
Both systems have their advantaaes and disadvantages.
Generally speaking the former is charactedsed by bril-

liancy, whilst the latter is of a more impressive nature.
We cannot but concur in the opinion that good legislation
with a view to the improvement of sanitary matters must
be recognised as one of the first ne ;esaittes for a prosperous
people ; and there is no doubt that the Government of

England does tend to lag behind ia the business of providing
this great need for the welfare of the nation. The State
ought to take more active cognisance of the fact that a

people must be preserved from the effects of its own im-

prudence. We see no objection in the central authorities
leaving the carrying out of hygienic works to parochial
administrations and local authorities, so long as it exercises
the necessary amount of control and inspection over the per-
formances of the said local managements. It should certainly
be remembered that to be a great people for any length of
time health and vigour in the aggregate must be maintained.
One of the causes to which the fall of the Roman Empire
has been attributed was "the pestilences which swept off the
adult male population, and left the then proud mistress of
the world an easy prey to the barbarians." With a view to
secure the efficient action of the local centres, examinations
of sanitary surveyors and inspectors of nuisances should be
instituted and thoroughly carried out. The importance of the
formation of a separate and competent staff to look after the
sanitary condition of towns and villages, of the army and navy,
of ships and their cargoes, as well as of cattle and vegetables,
cannot be too frequently urged. In order to accomplish th;s
the better representation in Parliament of the medical pro-
fession, and more especially of those who make preventive
medicine their study, is surely to be desired.

GRAPHIC RECORD OF MOVEMENTS.

AN ingenious apparatus for graphically recording the
movements of the hand and fingers under various con-

ditions has been devised by Dr. Francis Warner. It re-

sembles the indiarubber tubing on the backs of cricketing
gloves, designed to protect the hand from injury ; but the
tubes are closed, and not jointed; they are connected by
means of small conducting tubes of caoutchouc with a series
of tambours; with the tubes is also connected an electric

apparatus, by which a bell can be rung when a movement is
made and a tracing taken. Dr. Warner believes that by
observations made with this instrument the mental develop-
ment of infants may be followed, the amount, kind, and
co-ordination of their movements affording information in
regard t.) the internal conditions of their nervous system.
He finds that children are, except when their attention is
strongly excited, constantly executing spontaneous move-

ments ; but such movements fail in adult age, being replaced
by the function of " mentation," or thought. When the
function of mentation is lessened, as by fever, the excess of
movement often reappears in delirium as subaultus tendinum.
In many so-called mental conditions the emodons are ex.

pressed by the action of the muscles of the face and hand;
in other word8, we judge of the condition of the nerve-
mechanism whose function is mentation by certain nerve.
muscular movements, whose exact record and measurement
Dr. Warner thinks his apparatus is well adapted to study.
The paper is contained in the second part of the fourth
volume of the Journal of Physiology.

THE ATTACK ON DR. ROCHARD.

FROM our Ptris correspondent we learn that Dr. Rochard,
Inspector-General of Hospitals in the French Marine Depart-
ment, was the victim of a most cowardly attack on Wedneeday
last, the 26th inst. The doctor had just left his office at the
Admiralty, about seven in the evening, and was walking
home, when an individual approached and shot him in
the back. The doctor hardly believed he was fired at, the
sensation he felt being that of a sharp instrument thrust
into his body, and he scarcely heard the report of the
firearm. Though rather prostrated at the time, he had

strength enough to walk to his house, which was hard by,
where Drs. Legouest and Leroyde Merieourt were immediately
in attendance. These gentlemen found the patient much
exhausted, probably from internal haemorrhage and they
came to the conclusion that the wound was evidently
inilicted by a small pocket pis’ol. No trace of the bullet
could be found, but it is supposed to be lodged in the lungs.
There was no outlet wound. The patient, considering that
his age is about sixty-five, though of a good constitution, is
doing as well as possible. Dr. Rochard is greatly esteemed,
and it is believe! that tha individual who fired at him mistook

him, as it was rather dark, for someone else he hid been
lying in wait for. " On going to the patient’s house to make
inqutries," says our correspondent, "I was glad to find the
name of the venerable Ricoid, in his own handwriting, on
the list of visitors, as he was reported to hwe been rather
unwell." 

____

FORFAR INFIRMARY.

AT the annual meeting of the directors and friends of thu
institution, held a few days ago, after a favourab!e medical
and financial report had been read, a question came up for
discussion which on its general lines has an interest outside
Forfar. It appears there are six medical men in that

town, that three ot these gentlemen are, and have been for

many years, medical officers at the infirmary, and that at
present, there being no vacancy, a fourth gentleman wishes
to be appointed. The question gave rise to an animated
debate, but was ultimately referred to a small committee
for consideration and report. It may be said, concerning
this question, that the practice in other like towns varies
very much. In some certain men are selected and serve for

life ; in others each medical man attends the cases he sends
to the infirmary ; or, again, a regular retirement of the staff
by rotation and at stated intervals, with or without the
chance of re-election, gives an opportunity for the in-
fusion of fresh blood. It is, of course, a prime necessity
that the patients receive advice which the directors
and general public should be satisfied with, but within
these lines there is room for various methods, and,
except when medical schools are established, the average
practitioner should be quite fit to share the responsibility in
hospitals such as those in the average county town. These

institutions are supported by the public generally, and by
every man’s patients alike ; and in return for these dona-
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tiots such experience as can be gained in hospitals, wherE
patients are under proper control and observation, should bE
mada available to the greatest number of practitioners fot
the pod of the community generally. Beyond knowing thai
the present medical officers to the Forfar Infirmary are
capable men, and that it is unusual to apply for a position
not yet vacant, we have no particular acquaintance with thie
case; but it would be well in such instances if a regula]
period for retirement were arranged and acted upon, so thai
disagreeable incidents like the present might be avoided, and
justice done to the different claimants for such distinction as
attaches to the office. The retiring men should be appointed
as consultants, and should, in these small hospitals, be
regularly called upon as such. ,

LORD DERBY AT LIVERPOOL.

THE Earl of Derby, in presiding at the prize distribution
of the Liverpool University College last week, said he had
had the honour of personally knowing Charles Darwin in
his later days. Bat great as his admiration was for the work
which Darwin had done, the Earl was even more impressed
with the modesty and dignified simplicity of his nature.
Darwin knew, and could not help knowing, that he had
made an epoch in the history of human thought, but never
in any human being was there a more entire absence of
egotism or self-assertion. Lord Derby also remarked that
he heartily agreed with the doctrine that the value of
scientific work was not to be measured by what were called
its immediate practical results. In fact, he continued, most
of his hearers knew that the best of these results had often

originated in inquiries which were pursued in the first in-
stance solely out of love for abstract truth.

THE AIMS OF THERAPEUTICS.

AT the Congress of German Naturalists and Physicians,
held last month at Freiburg, Professor Liebermeister de-
livered an address upon the Aims of Modern Therapeutics.
He said that owing to the "epoch-making" discoveries upon
the nature of disease which have been made within the last

decade, great changes were taking place in treatment,
which had by no means yet attained their full development.
Although theoretically therapeusis is based upon pathology,
advances in pathology had not always been followed by a
similar advance in therapeutics, and he instanced the fact
of the marked transition from the old symptomatological
system of medicine to that based on pathological anatomy
which occurred early in the century, as leading to no
corresponding change in methods of treatment. But as
anatomical study increased and physical diagnosis im-

proved, a period of scepticism with regard to the
influence of remedies and expectant treatment came into
vogue. Regarded by some as a retrogression, this
was really a great advance in therapeutics. It was

not only the liberation from the dogmatism of the
schools and systems, but the opening up of a scientific

study of the subject. Then it came about that the ana-
tomical standpoint yielded to the etiological, the recognition
of the important part played by micro-organisms in many
diseases being the cause of this change. The doctrine of

contagium vivum, strenuously disputed twenty years ago,
has practically become generally accepted, and prophylaxis
is now the first aim in dealing with disease. He pointed
out how the pathogenetic organisms may be considered in
two great classes-those, namely, which prevail everywhere,
and those which require special conditions for their
occurrence. In this way he contrasted the poison of

pyaemia, septimmia, osteomyelitis, &c., on the one hand,
with those of malaria, cholera, typhus, scarlet fever,
and other endemic and epidemic diseases on the other.

, Measures of prophylaxis were identical with general
; sanitation and public and personal hygiene. He strongly
: insisted upon quarantine as protective against the spread
- of epidemics, and rebuked England for allowing, in the
, face of the cholera, its mercantile interests to render it
L blind to the interest of the public welfare of the whole of
I Europe. When the infective germs have gained entrance
: into the body, then specific treatment is called for, as quinine
in malaria, calomel in typhoid fever, salicylate of soda in
rheumatism. Further, there are measures for direct prophy-
! laxis, as in curing a susceptibility to catarrhs, which afford
l so favourable a soil for the tubercle bacillus. Other methods
, are the symptomatic and alterative; and, although there-

peusis is still largely empirical, the paths along which it
must advance have been much cleared by the advance of
general medical knowledge, so that there was much to hope
for in the future.

AN AMERICAN HOME FOR INEBRIATES.

THE annual report of the President of the Inebriates’ Home
Fort Hamilton, N.Y., for the year 1882 is not unsatisfac-
tory. Compared with our own puny and feeble experiments
at home, those of Fort Hamilton are on a considerable scale.
On the first day of the year there were remaining on the
books 131 patients; there were admitted during the year
364, making a total of 495. During the year 4 patients
died in the home, 2 were transferred to hospitals, and 1 to
the lunatic asylum; 355 left during the year, 131 of whom
are engaged in business and doing well; 49 unimproved;
104 have been lost sight of ; and 71 were readmissions. The
months in which the greatest number was in the home
were April (190) and June (182). The nationality of the
patients is as follows : United States, 359; Ireland, 73;
England, 27; British Provinces, 10; Germany, 12; Scot-

land, 6 ; France, 3 ; elsewhere, 5. As to occupations, the
largest number of patients was of the class of clerks. The

great majority of patients (426) were males; females, 69.
There is a want of accommodation for the better class of
females, so that many applications have been necessarily
refused. The number of patients received has been less than
last year by 23, but the average time of residence has been
increased from three to over four months.

HARVEY’S REMAINS.

WE are requested by the Registrar of the Royal College
of Physicians to state that the remains of the illustrious
Harvey, now lying in the vault under Hempstead Church,
in Essex, will be removed (with the sanction of Harvey’s
next of kin) to the Harvey Chapel, and placed therein in a
sarcophagus provided by the Royal College of Physicians.
The ceremony will take place on Thursday, October 18th
being St. Luke’s Day, and Fellows of the College intending
to be present on the occasion must signify their intention
to the Treasurer or Registrar of the College on or before
Thursday, the lith inst.

BACTERIA NOT THE CAUSE OF DISEASE.

AT a meeting of the Buffalo Microscopical Club on the
12th ult., Dr. Rollin Gregg read a paper in which he con.
tended that the so-called bacteria of disease were nothing
more than so many forms of fibrine. He has made some

apparently rather rough-and-ready experiments by boiling
blood on the one hand, and allowing it to "rot" on the other.
All the forms that have ever been pictured as bacteria were
to be observed in the boiled blood. "Rotted" blood showed
even still more numerous shapes. In fact, every variety of
shape, from a thread to a ring or globe, or any combination
of such forms, may be simulated more or less exactly by
fibrinein"rotting" blood. Dr. Greggeeemstothinkthatfibrine
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contained most, if not all, of the formative forces of the

organic world. We give these views that they may be com-
pared with others which have from time to time appeared in
THE LANCEr. No difficulty in calling up the fallacies to
which all positive opinions on this question are liable will be
encountered bv our readers.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.

DURING the vacation very important alterations have
been made in the out-patient department of this hospital.
The need of these alterations has been felt for some years,
especially in the consulting rooms, where much clinical in-
struction is imparted to the students. By taking in some of
the premises of an adjoining house the area of the consulting
rooms has been more than trebled, and their convenience
greatly increased. In the surgical department two additional
cabinets for the examination of patients have been provided,
and these are fitted up with a supply of hot and cold water,
and an admirably designed sink to permit of the thorough
cleansing of ulcerated legs, &c. In the physician’s room
additional cabinets have been fitted, and very much addi-
tional space for students has been afforded. The rooms are
all excellently lighted by skylights, and for the purposes of
clinical demonstration no better rooms can be imagined. A
very important (perhaps the most important) addition con-
sists in two casualty wards, which are intended for the tem-
porary reception of cases of a doubtful nature. The question
of " Drunk or dying ?" is one which can often only be satis-
factorily answered by a short lapse of time, and these casualty
wards are intended to obviate the risks which are insepa-
rable from the necessity of turning doubtful cases adrift as
soon as their slight injuries have received surgical care.

There are to be two nurses always on duty in the out-patient
department, and these will not only be of great service to
the medical officers, but they will also help to smooth the
way, as it were, for timid patients, especially of the female
sex. The alterations which we have been describing were
initiated by Mr. A. E. Barker, and to this gentleman and to
the secretary and architect undoubtedly much credit is due.
The old and present students’ dinner, which took place at
the Freemasons’ Tavern on Oct. 1st, was successful and en-
joyable. Mr. Erichsen was in the chair, and some eighty-
two guests sat down to t tble, including Professor Marshall,
Professor Flower, and most of the medical professors of the
college. The speech-making was small in quantity and good
in quality, and was interspersed with some excellent music
and singing, in which Drs. Roberts and Beevor and Messrs.
Copley, Mason, Jones, and Campbell-Williams each bore
their share. A resolution was passed at the dinner to the
effect that it was to be considered the first of a new series of
annual dinners, and we doubt not that old University men
will highly appreciate the annual recurrence of such an

opportunity of meeting old friends. We have only to add
that the dinner was good, and the dining-room well lighted
and ventilated. 

___

PROTECTION AGAINST FIRE AT WORKHOUSES.

IT is gratifying to notice that attention is being at length ’’,
directed to the need of provision for the protection of work- ’’,
houses and workhouse infirmaries from fire. In one case
recently investigated it was found that, although the apparatus
for extinguishing fire was in efficient order, water could not z’

be procured. In other instances, probably, there may be
water without pumping apparatus, and elsewhere other
defects. As to the preservation of life in the event of a
conflagration, that scarcely seems to have been contemplated.
Perhaps the lives of paupers, and particularly sick paupers,
are not of sufficient value to be worth caring for. The Local
Government Board might with advantage take this matter
into serious consideration. If a houseful of sick or aged

and infirm paupers were to be burned, public opinion would
be scandalised, and that, at least, is a calamity it is desirableto avert. ___

THE VIENNA POLICLINIC.

WE have received the prospectus of classes to be held in
connexion with the General Policlinic at Vienna during the
ensuing winter session. The subjects include-Medicine
with Special Reference to Cardiac and Pulmonary Diseases,
by Dr. L. Ritter v. Stoffella; Hydrotherapy and Dietetics
in Acute and Chronic Diseases, by Dr. W. Winternitz ; the
Pathology of Circulation and Respiration, by Dr. S. Ritter
von Basch; Diseases of the Larynx, &c., by Dr. J. Schnitzler;

. Diagnosis and Treatment of Diseases of the Stomach and
’ 

Intestines, by Dr. L. Oser; Diseases of the Brain and Spinal
Cord, and Electro-Therapeutics, by Dr. Moritz Benedikt;

. 

Diseases of the Urinary Organs, by Dr. Robert Ultzmann;
Surgical Pathology and Practical Demonstrations on Wound
Infection, &c., by Dr. A. Ritter von Frisch ; Skin Diseases
and Syphilis, by Dr. H. Auspitz ; Eye Diseases, by Drs. J.

, Hock, A. Ritter von Reuss, and L. Konigstein; Diseases
. 

of the Ear, by Dr. Urbantschitsch ; Diseases’of Children, by
E Drs. Fiirth and Alois Monti; Diseases of Women, by Dr.

Ludwig Bandl. -

LUND TESTIMONIAL FUND.

THE past and present pupils of Edward Lund, Esq.,
F.R.C.S., Professor of Surgery at the Owens College, Man.
chester, are about to present him with a testimonial on the
occasion of his retirement from active service as a surgeon
at the Manchester Royal Infirmary. The testimonial is to
take the form of a portrait, by Mr. J. H. Partington, and
plate. As many of Mr. Lund’s friends have expressed a
wish to join in the testimonial, and as some of his former
pupils may not have received a circular, the subscription
list will remain open for a short time longer. Communica-
tions may be addressed to F. A. Heath, Esq., 118, Portland.
street, Manchester, chairman of the Testimonial Committee;
or to Dr. Leech, Mosley-street, Manchester, treasurer of the
fund. 

____

PROFESSORSHIP OF ANATOMY AND SURGERY,I TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN.

As was generally expected, Dr. Cunningham has been
duly elected to the vacant chair of anatomy in the Univer.
sity of Dublin. The lectureship of practical and descriptive
anatomy in the medical school of the Royal College of Sur.
geons in Ireland which Dr. Cunningham vacates will be
filled up by the Council on November 1st. The gentleman
appointed is expected to devote his entire time to the duties
of the office. 

___

THE FOOD AND TOIL OF PAUPERS.

" ONLY a pauper ! " This is the keynote of the workhouse
policy so generally affected by guardians of the rates-mis-
called" guardians of the poor." In most workhouses paupers
are fed as cheaply and nastily and worked as hardly as possible.
The chief qualifications for official service under the visiting
authorities of workhouses are a hard heart and a savage
mien. The smallest approach to sympathetic gentleness
would render man or woman ineligible for the offices of
master, matron, workmaster, &3. Poor folk who have paid
"rates" " all their lives, until they have unhappily come
to be victims of ill-fortune, are treated just as scurvily
as the habitually idle and dissolute. The taskmaster com.

pels the pauper, weak and sick though he be, to pick his
tale of oakum, and if he fails hails him before the magis-
trate for punishment. Guardians and overseers exult in
this pitiless cruelty. They call it sharpness and economy.
It is a pity we do not live under a Government which
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could now and then deal personally with these corporate
bodies or their members, and send them to feed on work-
home diet until they knew what loathing and hunger mean,
and until their fingers were blistered with cruel work.

THE TREATMENT OF INSANITY AS A PART IOF THE MEDICAL CURRICULUM.

THE obligation of medical men to be examined in the
treatment of insanity has been a subject of discussion in the
German Legislature, and the question has been decided in
favour of the omission of the proposed test. Certain sections
of the medical press in Germany have, however, expressed
the opinion that the connexion between mental and corporal i
disease is in some instances so close that the physician would
gain by having at his command a special knowledge of the
snbject in question. The hope is expressed that in the
interest of their professional skill young doctors will not
avail themselves of the step which the Government has
taken, but will devote attention to mental diseases and their
treatment.

FRUIT AS AN ARTICLE OF DIET FOR
THE SICK.

THIS question was lately discussed by Professor Reclam
in the Gesundheit, and in the course of his remarks he laid
stress upon the necessity of properly masticating fruit, as
much of the prejudice which exists against its use as a
portion of a sick person’s diet arises from the fact that it is
often consumed in a hasty and consequently injurious
manner. He excludes from his dietary scale all fruit which
is so hard as to require much exertion in masticating it. As
to the choice of fruit, he gives copious details as to the
relative proportions of acid contained in different varieties.
Plums contain the largest quantity of acid and only a
limited amount of saccharine matter, although the taste is
deceived in this respect by the other component parts of the
fruit in question. Ripe red pears form the other extreme of
the scale of acidity. -

YELLOW FEVER IN MEXICO.

INFORMATION has been received from San Francisco to
the effect that yellow fever was causing fearful ravages at
Guaymas, in Mexico, and that the inhabitants were fleeing
from the country. An opera troupe which had only been
in the town for a day or two lost twelve of its members. All

places of business are closed, the people are panic-stricken,
and the only sound heard in the streets is the rumbling of
carts collecting the corpses. It is feared that many of those
attacked have been buried alive, as it is believed that the
hired Indians to whom the burial of the victims is entrusted
are unable to discriminate between the comatose state in
which the patients are invariably in when the favourable
turning-point has arrived and death itself. At Mazatlan the

ravages of the disease are said to be even greater than at
Guaymas. 

-

ANTISEPTIC ACTION OF COPPER.

IN an annotation last week we referred to the conclusions
at which M. Bochefontaine had arrived, which were to the
effect that the salts of copper possessed no power of arresting
the growth of bacteria. Now conflicting statements are
brought forward by M. M:quel, in a paper badly entitled
"The Asepticity of the Salts of Copper." Briefly, the last-
mentioned observer finds that the cupric compounds possess
powerful antiseptic properties. He compares them with other
metallic salts, and finds that they are two to three times
more potent than the compounds of lead, uranium, thallium,
nickel, zinc, aluminium, cobalt, manganese, &c.; but they
are inferior to the soluble preparations of platinum, gold,

silver, and mercury. Many more facts of comparison ar
stated, for which we refer our readers to L’ Union M&eacute;dical
of Sept. 27th. -

THE REPORTED OUTBREAK OF YELLOW FEVER
AT NAPLES.

THE malady which has broken out at Torre Annunziata,
near Naples, has been traced back to June last. Early in
that month a man attacked by fever, accompanied by
jaundice, died. Since then fifteen other cases have occurred,
in all of which the first symptoms were jaundice followed
by high fever, great prostration, and stupor. In no case did

vomiting occur. Professors Semmola and Petronio have, it
appears, made several post-mortem examinations, and state
that they cannot recognise any of the characteristics of
yellow fever. They found, however, enlargement with
llceration of the spleen, and great fluidity of the blood, and
lescribe the malady as a serious form of jaundice caused by
infection. 

___

INTERNAL BURNS FROM FIRE-DAMP.

SOME miners’who have had the misfortune to be involved
in an explosion whilst working have died, not immediately,
but some hours afterwards. It is popularly said that they
have swallowed the fire. A common explanation of the

delayed death is offered in the supposition that the interval
of delay is occupied in the development of the bronchitic
inflammation which leads to the fatal asphyxia. From a

microscopical examination of the lungs of some victims of
mine explosions, as well as of experiments carried out on
dogs and rabbits by M. Riembault, it would appear that the
proffered hypothesis does not hold good.

DR. E. FRANKLAND, in his report to the Secretary of the
Local Government Board relative to the results of the cheo
mical analysis of the waters supplied to the inner, and por-
tions of the outer, circle of the metropolis during the month
of August, says that the water supplied by the five Com-
panies drawing their supply from the Thames maintained
the same average quality as in the four preceding months
being for river water exceptionally free from organic matter.
The deep-well water furnished by the Kent and Colne Valley
Companies was of its usual excellent quality for drinking p
and the Colne Valley Company, by softening their supply
with lime, thereby rendered it also well fitted for washing
and all other domestic purposes.

A SERIES of thermometric observations on patients suffer-
ing from uncomplicated fractures has been recently made by
Dr. Grundler. He found that in every case but one of those
examined a rise of from 2&deg; to 4&deg; F. above the normal, and
that the degree of fever is in proportion to the size of the
broken bone and to the degree of extravasation. The highest
temperature observed (102’5&deg;) was in a case of fractured
femur, and the lowest (1005&deg;) in fracture of the forearm.
The rise began on the evening of the first day, and reached
its highest point on the evening of the second to the fourth
day. -

THE use of impure water for drinking purposes has been
fully recognised as a fruitful source of disease in humankind.
But much carelessness has been shown as to the necessity of
providing cattle with pure water. This is a point to which
the loss and inconvenience arising from the prevailing cattle
epidemic may perhaps direct deserved attention.

IT is too soon yet to speak accurately, but it is estimated
that the collections this year for the Hospital Saturday Fund
will exceed .610,000.
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THE visit of Professor Lister to Pesth has given the pro-
fessors and students of the medical faculty of the University
an opportunity for testifying their high appreciation of the
value of the scientific work of the eminent surgeon. A

banquet and torchlight demonstration in his honour and
enthusiastic expressions of admiration for the benefits he had
conferred on mankind were forthcoming to prove the sin-
cerity and earnestness of the homage offered to the professor
by the IE3culapians in the Hungarian city.

A CONSIDERABLE number of cases of lead poisoning having
occurred in the Ebbw Vale and the Tredegar urban sanitary
districts in Monmouthshire, attention has been directed
to the water delivered to those places, and certain

samples have exhibited lead in excess. Since this water-

supply has hitherto borne a high reputation for wholesome-
ness, it is supposed that the contamination is due to some
local or accidental circumstances, and with a view to their
discovery a series of analyses are being made.

THE Municipal Council of Paris has voted three million
francs, to be expended in increasing the hospital efficiency of
Paris. Two-thirds of this sum are to be expended upon the
large institutions which already exist. The remainder con-
stitutes the first instalment for the erection of a hospital for
contagious diseases, one for chronic diseases, and one for
juvenile incurables. -

WE learn with regret that the health of Dr. M. Charteris,
Professor of Therapeutics and Materia Medica in Glasgow
University, has broken down from overwork. It is expected
that it will be some time ere he will be able to resume duty ;
in the meantime he is having complete rest among friends in
the south of England. -

IN a recent number of La Loire M6dicale, Dr. Duchamp
describes a successful operation in a girl of eight and a half
years of age for the removal of the left ovary with the greater
portion of the Fallopian tube. The child was anaesthetised
while asleep; the operation lasted three hours, and perfect
relief was the result. 

___

ACCORDING to a telegram from Alexandria, dated the 2nd
inst., no deaths from cholera have been reported in that city
for two days, and only a dozen in the whole of Egypt. In

Bombay, too, the epidemic is considered to be over, there

having been only ten deaths from sporadic cholera during
the week ending the 2nd inst.

THE centennial anniversary of the establishment of the
medical school of Harvard University will be celebrated on
October 17th. Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes will deliver an

oration, after which the new buildings recently erected for the
college will be opened. -

A COpy of a notice issued by the Portuguese Government,
declaring the ports of Peru infected with yellow fever since
August 1st, has been received by the Board of Trade through
the Foreign Secretary. -

THE Medical Schools in London -are better supplied with
subjects than in most previous years.

WATER-SUPPLY FOR QUEENSTOWN.-The Queens
town Town Commissioners have adopted a resolution in
favour of the proposed new supply from Tibbotstown, and
have applied to the Local Government Board for a loan of
:E30,500. This sum is intended to enable the Commissioners
to purchase the Queenstown Water Company’s undertaking,
and to carry out the Tibbotstown supply.

THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.

AN amended memorandum "regarding the position of medi.
cal officers to be appointed to Her Majesty’s Indian forces"
has just been issued from the India Office, with the object,
apparently, of removing the grounds fur the charge which
has been so urgently and, we think, so unfairly advanced
against the authorities of intentionally misleading candi.
dates on the subject of the pay and allowances to which
they will become entitled on joining the service. On a

comparison of this with the memorandum on the same sub.
ject, dated June, 1883, the following appear to be the chief
alterations :-The pay of medical officers after passing the
final examination at the Army Medical School is stated at los,
a day "until arrival in India," instead of, as formerly,
"until date of embarkation." This, however, is probably
more an apparent than a real difference, as a subsequent
paragraph in the June memorandum stated that " on first
appointment they will only come into receipt of Indian pay
and allowances from the date of their arrival in India." No

provision appears to have been made for their pay during
the time they were on board ship. A new clause is intro-
duced to the effect that medical officers are required to
perform two years’ regimental duty in India before

they can be considered eligible for civil employment.
We believe this has long been the rule, and it is
much better that it should be thus recorded in the con-
ditions of service. One of the important differences
between the two documents is the introduction of a

distinct intimation that the passing of the examination in
Hindustani, known as the " lower standard," does not of
itself bring any increase of pay to an officer unless appointed
to a substantive or officiating charge; but failure to pass
disqualifies an officer, even when holding such substantive or
officiating charge, from receiving any portion of the staff
allowance of the appointment." The wording of the regu-
lation in the previous memorandum was so ambiguous that
many officers considered it to imply that on passing the
"lower standard" they would become entitled under all
circumstances to an increased rate of pay. Another impor.
tant change is made in the form of a note on the subject of
"Substantive and Officiating Charges." Medical charges
are of two kinds, substantive and officiating. The first is
held by an officer as his fixed and permanent appointment.
For this he is entitled to the monthly consolidated pay laid
down in the scale, "subject to the condition of having passed
the lower standard."’ "An officiating charge is held by an
officer who is acting temporarily in an appointment during
the absence of the officer whose substantive charge it is. The
officer thus officiating receives, not the consolidated pay of
the appointment laid down in the scale, but the ordinary
Indian pay and allowances of his own grade, plus half the
allowance of the appointment in which he is officiating. An
officer’s staff allowance is the difference between his ’ordinary
Indian pay and allowances’ and his consolidated pay as given
in the scale. The staff pay of an appointment is the differ-
ence between the Indian pay and allowances and the con.
solidated pay of the permanent incumbent. It has been ruled,
however, that the extra allowanceforan officiatingchargeshall
never be less than ]00 rupees per mensem." The half of the
allowance thus deducted from the officer holding an officiating
charge is drawn by the officer in whose place he is officiating,
if the latter is on furlough, but it is not stated what is done
with it when he is absent from any other cause. It seems,
hard, however, that the officiating officer should receive only
half of what is deemed the proper remuneration for the
service he is called on to perform. In the Army Medical
Department, except in the case of absence on sick furlough,
the full amount of " charge money " is drawn in the adminis-
trative grades by the officer who does the duty. The whole


